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lat the Council of Ministers was about to change this mit to three months. He gave as reasons for the exist-ice of any such regulations, first, that at certain times E the year, Easter, for example, religious fanaticism was t so high a pitch that Jews had to remain in their houses 3 escape attack and perhaps murder at the hands of the Ihristians. In the second place, it had been reported that ic Jews of all the world were planning to strengthen lemselves in and around Jerusalem with a view to re-stablishing their ancient kingdom at some future time.
I answered that of course the first reason could be done way with by a strong force of police. As for the second, 1 the Porte would make inquiry it could satisfy itself aat there was no such plan among the Jews of the world, bat the immigration was caused by the persecution in Lussia and Roumania. (This was nine years before hie publication of the pamphlet, in 1896, by Dr. Hertzl, :om which generated modern Zionism. I shall speak of )r. Hertzl later.) So far as the American Jews were con-erned, I informed the Grand Vizier that it was a funda-lental principle of our Government to make no distinc-ion of race or creed among our citizens, and that we had onsistently denied to foreign nations that right over our itizens, as the provisions in our treaties with the Otto-aan Empire showed. To all of this the Grand Vizier eplied simply that should any American be expelled he pould carefully consider my arguments and give instruc-ions accordingly.
On communicating with our consul-general at Jeru-alem, Henry Gillman, I learned that he had taken the ame position, and that to date no American citizen had >een expelled; also that the American consulate was the >nly one which had refused aid to the authorities in the